Review of ICCI’s complaint to the DNR on hog confinements:
Section 4: page 3 bottom paragraph – [ ]’s refer to my notes below.

“There is no state law or DNR rule that prohibits producers from using fields listed in more than one MMP. The fact that a field is in a MMP does not mean manure will be applied to that field. [1]DNR has no evidence that manure was over applied in one field by numerous producers. [2]DNR has not received any specific complaints of over application and [3]a review of DNR enforcement actions does not indicate any enforcement actions for application to the same fields. [4]Manure is a valuable commodity and DNR believes it is unlikely that over application in single fields is occurring.”


“[5]Manure application records are deemed confidential by Iowa Code 459.312(12) and a change in this determination would require a legislative amendment. [6]Tracking manure application in a GIS format or any form would also be contrary to Iowa law. [7]The application records are maintained by the individual producers and the records are [8]not generally submitted to the DNR. [9]The application records are reviewed by DNR while conducting [10]onsite inspections.”


“[11]In conclusion, DNR does not have any evidence of water quality violations occurring from over application of manure from more than one facility on a single field. [12]DNR will continue to investigate specific complaints and if a violation is verified appropriate enforcement will be pursued.”
1. DNR does not keep application records, so how would they know. This is by a complaint basis and how would the person know whether too many trips were made across a field if they don’t have access to the records because they are deemed confidential by the state?

2. see #1.

3. Even if there is over application, there apparently is no law against it.

4. This is simply corporate ag apologist-speak and should have no place in DNR’s thinking or behavior. In fact, scientific studies show that hog confinement waste is a toxic brew five times more polluting than raw human waste, and contains antibiotic resistant organisms including MRSA.
5. How can something that has been proven to be hazardous to human health (MRSA colonization and infection from confinement waste fields) be deemed confidential? Doesn’t the public have a right to know that their health may be in danger just by being in proximity to confinement waste?
6. How does a county know when its waters are being overloaded with CBOD, TSS, and ammonia from too much confinement waste being spread on too little ground if tracking in any form is contrary to Iowa law? This seems to be similar to “even if testing of field runoff is done through the INRS, it will be considered confidential and not made public because the runoff may include product trade secrets which are considered proprietary property.
7. This should be public knowledge so that over application can be reported.

8. The DNR should have this information so they can know if over application is happening.

9. It is a little late to correct deficiencies in MMP’s if you have to wait until someone goes to perform an inspection. The DNR should have the application records as that application happens (along with soil and manure testing results).

10. Visits? Really? When? The DNR is understaffed (by design).
11. Of course the DNR doesn’t have any evidence. No one knows how much or where application is happening. So, how could anyone make a complaint to the DNR of over application if no one knows if over application is happening?


12. How are complaints supposed to happen when all of the above show that there is no way to know if over application is occurring? And, the DNR says it isn’t against the law so there is no penalty for over application even if it is occurring. 
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