Iowa, Minnesota Nutrient Reduction Plans (10-1-13)


Minnesota now has its own version of Iowa’s much ballyhooed, but useless, “Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy.” (“Minnesota sets goals for fixing Gulf of Mexico dead zone,” Cedar Rapids Gazette 9-26-13) 


These strategies are useless:

1. because there is no implementation instrument – making it a voluntary only program; 
2. because of scale – millions of acres of corn and beans versus a few piddling conservation band-aid projects;
3. because there are practices included in these strategies that actually pollute; 
4. because there are practices included that short circuit hydrology contributing to flooding and not recharging our groundwater and aquifers; 
5. and, because there is nothing in them that we did not know or could not have implemented years ago.


These strategies are needed only if we assume we will continue with this corn – beans – confinement – feedlot model of agriculture. 


We have a choice: continue with this inherently polluting, soil losing, petro/chemical/industrial agriculture, or switch to a non-polluting biologically benign and beneficial, soil building agriculture.


What this non-polluting agriculture might look like:
1. edible perennial prairie grains for humans and animals – no chemicals, no runoff, no erosion, no yearly tillage, builds soil, provides habitat, exists today – scaled up for sale to farmers by 2020;

2. strips of perennial native prairie in all annual fields – 10% in strips stops 95% of soil erosion, builds soil, provides habitat;

3. prairie and grass based animal farming – no chemicals, no runoff, no erosion, builds soil, provides habitat;

4. industrial hemp – cover crop, no chemicals if used in crop rotations, used with strips, provides habitat, provides food and fiber, replaces many oil based manufactured products, revitalizes rural America with factories and processing plants, 350 year history as a crop in North America;
5. small grains, hays, fruits, and vegetables – used with strips, provides habitat, builds soil.

What is at stake here is our continued ability to feed ourselves. This current industrial model of agriculture is unsustainable and polluting. The biological organisms in our soil are being destroyed through years of chemical application. And through unsustainable erosion, even that polluted soil will someday be completely gone.


We still have a choice.
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