Dear Editor,

Poverty, hopelessness, incomplete integration into society, these have long been understood to foster “terrorism.” Economic help, education, health care, and food security rather than nation-building, military intervention, and conquest for raw materials would be antidotes to recent problems both in the wider world and here at home with the new emphasis on “Black Lives Matter.” Poverty and hopelessness; think about living with those as your “everyday.”

The current problems of the “Greater Middle-East” go back some 100 years with the drawing of “country boundaries” by Western powers irrespective of historic traditions. George Bush’s illegal and immoral invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq set off this most recent turmoil. And that turmoil now includes Syria because of the CIA’s unfortunate attempt at regime change in that country.

It is too bad that most Americans are ignorant of what our government has been up to. And, it is unfortunate that Obama took off the table an investigation of war crimes by Bush, Chaney, Rumsfeld, and the Neo-Conservatives who advised the Bush Administration. Had those investigations happened, we would at least have understood the origin of those wars, these refugees, and these demented terrorists. 


Buckle-up your seat belts because those same Neo-Con’s are now beating the war drums for the Republican presidential primary contestants. “USA-number-one” is about as in-depth a foreign policy understanding as most politicians and voters get now-a-days, Hillary included. So you might want to get ready for more of the same.

Our future could be different. A “non-military interventionist foreign policy” with economic aid, education, health care, and innovative technologies as our main gifts to the world would help the poor, the sick, and the up-rooted of the world. And, if we understood that that same poverty and hopelessness is here in America, “Black Lives Matter” (and its European counterpart “Muslim Lives Matter”) wouldn’t be a cry for help, but rather a call for a complete inclusion of all Americans in the bounty that this society creates.

There are answers. They just don’t include guns, regime change, and killing people.

Bob Watson

Rural Decorah

