Op-ed submission:

If it were the case that cleaning up industrial agriculture’s inherent pollution was as easy as assigning personal responsibility for “burning leaves”, “second hand smoke”, or “pet poop”, I would agree with Bill Leonard’s letter objecting to the Register editorial calling for taxpayers’ help in paying to clean up ag’s pollution (“Why is it the taxpayers’ obligation, not farmers’”, Register 8-13). 

But that is not the case. Ag’s pollution is a massive problem with millions of acres of row crops and thousands of confinements and feedlots in Iowa alone. And there are avenues of nutrient pollution, erosion, and flooding coming from this recent industrial model that no conservation practices, however well intentioned, can fix.

Because farmers did not choose this model, I am one who advocates for all of us to share in paying for a “transition” away from this inherently polluting, recent industrial – CAFO – Green Revolution – GMO model of ag that is now dominant. 

There was a perfect storm after WWII consisting of Borlaug’s Green Revolution’s need for nitrogen fertilizer, chemical companies needing a market for their bomb-making explosive material (ammonium nitrate – nitrogen), and land grant colleges and universities being taken over by corporate ag input and output companies. Farmers did not understand the flooding, erosion, and perpetual pollution that would become the hallmark of this kind of agriculture. They simply did what land grant colleges and corporate ag interests told them, and sold them, to do.


I advocate for a transition to crops and cropping systems that are available today, that could be adopted into the farm bill today, that would recreate a sponge-like landscape (flooding), and re-perennialize our agriculture (erosion) without sacrificing our ability to feed ourselves or provide for our manufacturing needs. And, those crops and cropping systems would foster a non-polluting (no nutrient pollution), biologically benign and beneficial, soil building agriculture that would mitigate the flooding, erosion, and nutrient pollution inherent in this current industrial model of agriculture (see www.civandinc.net appendix H). 

Agriculture is how we as a nation (and the world) feed ourselves. And how, if it is done right, future generations will feed themselves. This is too serious a problem to tell farmers it is up to them to clean up this mess (impossible anyway with this industrial model) when we are all complicit (by our ignorance or silence) in its adoption. 
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