All,

We are getting a little off base here with groundwater conferences and such. We have no studies in Iowa that show groundwater pollution coming from hog confinements that I know of. There are a few studies that show groundwater pollution, but I only know of them from the state of Washington and those were from dairy farms. We have almost a 1000 studies showing human health, soil, wild animal, and other environmental harm coming from confinement waste, including studies on hydrogen-sulfide and ammonia, methane, other gasses and toxic compounds, and antibiotic resistant organisms, in and from the waste, moving through the air, physically through spreading waste, contaminated trucks and other vehicles, or through bodily transfer. An early 177 of those studies were the basis of our EPA lawsuit, and they weren’t disputed by the courts or the EPA. We lost only because the statute language in the Clean Air Act said that even if the EPA administrator knew of these problems, she (in this case) had the discretion to not take any action.

I worked in my first confinement in 1960 in Greeley de-beaking chickens  I started working on the affects of hog confinements in the 1980’s. I have a long history with this issue in the state. I don’t recall IEC being a player in hog confinement issues. I do know of some of their history as it has to do with cranking on wastewater plants – the anti-degradation regulations, and their stance on the Iowa Plan – which somehow was going to help stop runoff and pollution from corn and bean fields by making the diameter of field tile lines larger. I argued against the anti-deg reg’s because of the background pollution in our water from ag; intra-Iowa waters wastewater permit reg’s allowed 200 fecal colonies per liter (or milliliter) from wastewater plants, and the background in the Upper Iowa (and other waters I’m sure) was one million; the Mississippi was two million. The cleanest places in most Iowa rivers are at the discharge pipes of treatment plants. This is a rate payer argument. Why was IEC arguing something that would keep lowering discharge limits for wastewater plants and increasing rates for people when the unregulated ag discharge is what is making our waters polluted. The Iowa Plan should be obvious. It was a forerunner of the Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy. How’s that doing?


At the Monday Winneshiek County Supervisor’s meeting, John and I sat through another permitting process for two more confinements around North Winn School. Waukon Feed Ranch was involved. Waukon Feed Ranch has some of the semi’s running up and down Water Street that I wrote about in the Decorah truck route letter I sent you last week. North Winn was the basis for our EPA lawsuit because of asthma rates four times the state rate in their students – the Kline study that I gave you. And these two new confinements will make North Winn’s air environment even worse. No regulations protect North Winn students from air pollution from hog confinements.

Kewaunee County has only recently woken up to the fact that their dairy confinements, and the recent introduction of industrial row crop agriculture to their agricultural landscape, has turned Green Bay into a cesspool and a growing dead zone (from dairy confinement waste and dissolved reactive phosphorus from no-till for the most part) - see http://elpc.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/02/ConfCon15_KevinFermanich.pdf . Kewaunee County has nothing to tell us about farming and hog confinements in Iowa that we don’t already know.

I appreciate IEC as a group. I appreciate that IEC was asked to facilitate meetings for this group. But, IEC is doing what they know how to do, conferences, water, and bringing in so-called experts. That isn’t going to help fight the confinement nursery in Allamakee County that this group was originally put together to address. Or, the two more confinements going in around North Winn in the near future.  


Our problem is legislative and political. We already understand the technical problems. We aren’t going to get people from out of state that will solve our legislative problems for us. In fact, ALEC, the out of state group, is doing a very good job of screwing us and making our problems worse. 

Larry and I, separately and together, have given presentations around the state, and in other states, to government entities and private groups for over 20 years. We have worked with many Iowa based experts in those 20 plus years. There are many Iowa experts and I have used a quite a few Iowa experts in my now five, as of this April, Iowa Academy of Science Symposiums, which have all been on industrial ag issues.

There is nothing that we can do to stop these confinements unless there is a change in who we elect both in the Iowa Legislature, and the US House and Senate. Or, unless we can get sane legislation through in Iowa, or, unless our lawsuits in the future will make changes. 


You know, just saying…we might want to work more on confinements in karst.
Bob Watson

