Experts’ response from Bob Watson.
Some of us are getting a little off track here. We need to focus on confinements in Iowa and especially in NE Iowa karst!

We don’t need people from other states telling us what to do. We know how to farm.
If you have been involved in this issue, you’d know we’ve been trying to educate people and to fight these battles with assistance from a number of expert Iowans for over 20 years.

The problem is politics - not a lack of information. This is the problem both in Iowa and nationally.

Why spend $100 and drive to Newton to ask a question?

Kewaunee County has only recently woken up to the fact that their dairy confinements, and the recent introduction of industrial row crop agriculture to their agricultural landscape, has turned Green Bay into a cesspool and a growing dead zone (from dairy confinement waste and dissolved reactive phosphorus from no-till for the most part) - see http://elpc.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/02/ConfCon15_KevinFermanich.pdf .

When I first was asked to join this group, it was because I had a pretty good understanding of this issue and a long history in it. I was told that IEC was asked to facilitate meetings for people that didn’t know what to do but were in opposition to a large nursery complex in a sensitive area of karst. There are some good aspects to what is going on in the group, the county supervisor resolutions, Karl’s attempt to write legislation, and David’s work in the legislature to name some. But, there are people in this group who have little history with the issue and may be getting a little off track. In my mind, the focus needs to return to confinements increasing in number in karst, and elsewhere, and what can be done about that. John and I were at a Winneshiek county supervisors meeting Monday that was about permitting two more confinements around North Winn school. We need Iowa people working for, and helping, Iowa people. How that happens with this group, I’m not really sure. But, driving 3 hours to Newton and spending $100 to ask a question, or bringing in someone from Wisconsin to tell us how to farm, is not going to do anything to educate Iowa people about the dangers of hog confinements.
Larry Stone and I, both together and separately, for the last 20 years have given presentations on the hog confinement issue (Unintended Consequences of CAFOs), and crop and cropping system issues (5 Pillars of Ag), in other states and around Iowa. Those presentations have included many county supervisor boards, Iowa government departments - including the Dept of Health, and many public and private groups around the state interested in, or affected by, this issue. We are Iowa people. There are other Iowans who do this, too. We know what we are talking about.

Larry and I have been asked to give, and have given, presentations in other states because we understand the hog confinement issue. I, and other Iowans, have been asked to send, and have sent, information to activists, and lawyers who had cases, across the US. If you have been involved in the hog confinement issue, you would know that Iowa people are asked for their knowledge by people from other states.

Our problem is legislative and political. We understand the problems. We aren’t going to get people from out of state that will solve our legislative problems for us. ALEC, the out of state group, is doing a very good job of screwing us and making our problems worse.

Those are the short questions/comments to Larry’s question. 
Here is more background talking about some Iowa experts, if you choose to read it.

There are many others who work across the state in this issue, but here are some Iowans from my experience who are “experts” in our industrial ag and hog confinement issues:

Twenty years ago I put together a series of lectures in Decorah having to do with the spread of hog confinement systems. They were all Iowa people including Dennis Keeney - Leopold Center; Kendall Thu - U of Iowa now at Northern Illinois, who did many early studies on affects on neighbors; Eric Sessions talked about marketing of pasture raised pigs, and now does garden CSA field days for Practical Farmers of Iowa. PFI as well as Iowa RC&D’s, many college and university people, and regular Iowans understand cropping systems that can keep soil and pollution on fields. I talked about the technology of confinements, and that the waste is no longer “manure” which breaks down into harmless and helpful constituent parts in a few days, but is now, because of cooking in an anaerobic pit for 6 months to a year, a toxic brew containing many harmful toxins and antibiotic resistant organisms that harm human health, soil organisms, and the environment. We were Iowa people.

My first symposium for the Iowa Academy of Science some ten years ago, “Stressing Iowa’s Environment”, included Jim Stricker - Region 5 DNR Supervisor talking about the history of the Clean Water Act. Mary Skopec, PhD - DNR Water Quality Section talking about the state of our state waters. And myself talking the stress being put on Iowa’s environment from industrial ag, and specifically about our lawsuit against AgriProcessors mini-mountaintop mining putting up their 50,000 head chicken confinements by knocking the tops off of hills here in NE Iowa. We were Iowa people doing this symposium.

My second IAS symposium included Tara Smith, PhD - then at the U of Iowa, now at Kent State, who is the leading expert on antibiotic resistant organisms coming out of hog confinements in the US. She was the person who first discovered MRSA ST398 in the US which is unique to hog confinement hogs and people who work in hog confinements. And she did the study which showed Iowa City VA veterans who lived one mile or less from a hog confinement were three times more likely than vets who lived outside that one mile radius of being colonized with MRSA. Joel Kline, MD - U of Iowa spoke about his research on rural school students in proximity to hog confinements and asthma rates (4 times the state rate at the time of the study - and that study was done on North Winneshiek School students). And, I talked about the technology of hog confinements which allowed these things to happen. We were Iowa people.

My third IAS symposium included Keith Schilling, PhD - then with the DNR, now with U of Iowa, talking about water pollution from corn and bean industrial row crops. Mary Skopec, PhD - DNR talking about what happens to living organisms and small aquatic fish and animals because of that pollution. And, I presented my (with Larry Stone) 5 Pillars of agriculture which talks about crops and cropping systems that would end our ag pollution problems, and the Gulf’s Dead Zone. Again, Iowa people.

My fourth IAS symposium “Water Quality in Iowa: Background, Challenges, Solutions” included Jerry Anderson, J.D. - Drake University laying out the background (now head of Drake Law School) of the issue. Lora Friest, Executive Director of RC&D Postville (from Decorah and part of this group) discussing watershed work that can help prevent runoff. Matt Liebman, PhD ISU discussing STRIPS (native prairie) ability to mitigate erosion, nitrogen, and phosphorus coming from corn and bean industrial ag row crop fields. Kathleen Delate, PhD - ISU talking about how organic agriculture can mitigate ag pollution. Fred Kirschenmann, PhD - Leopold Center talking about a systems approach to fight ag pollution. Bill Stowe, CEO DMWW talking about the DMWW lawsuit. Steven Bruere, Co-Chair of Iowa Soil and Water Future Task Force talking about ways to limit ag pollution. I was not a presenter this time. I put the symposium together. We were all Iowa people.

My fifth IAS symposium which I have put together, and which is on April 21st of this year at UNI, is also a water symposium. This includes Chris Jones, PhD - U of Iowa (previously the chief scientist for the DMWW and then for the Iowa Soybean Association) presenting his research that shows if you do industrial ag corn and beans, you must have pollution; and making the argument that if you don’t test, you will never understand or know how to affect the pollution problem. Matt Helmers, PhD - ISU presenting new research that shows STRIPS not only mitigates surface water pollution, but can also mitigate groundwater pollution. Kristin Nemec, PhD - Director of the State Roadside Management Program which works with counties to plant native prairie in county roadside ditches (should get the same pollution mitigation numbers as does STRIPS in fields) talking about that program and what the Iowa legislature could do to help more counties become involved in that program. And, Senator David Johnson (our David Johnson) talking about what could be done in the legislature, and what might be done in the legislature, to address Iowa’s water pollution problems. These are all Iowa people.

I am already planning my sixth IAS symposium for next year which will in part talk about antibiotic resistant organisms from hog confinement waste harming beneficial soil organisms to the point where the soil is useless unless soil amendments are added to grow crops. And, what 60 years of fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides have done to our soils. And, what needs to be done to rebuild our depleted soils.
To write an op-ed against the Iowa Plan some ten years ago, which the IEC thought was a good idea at the time, and which was an early version of the Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy and is probably a part of the INRS, I put together a group of Iowans that included myself, Chris Jones, Jim Stricker, Bill Stowe, and Mike Burkart an Iowa State hydro-geologist. That op-ed ended up in the Des Moines Register among other papers. We are Iowans.  

In a separate symposium at this year’s IAS conference, Matt Liebman is back with a presentation on “Cropping System Diversification Strategies for Enhanced Performance and Greater Resilience - Two Case Studies.” This is about runoff.
As you can see, there are many Iowa people who can speak authoritatively to our issues. 

And again, our problem is legislative and political.  

Bob Watson


