Dear Editor,

The recent political season has loosed upon us some of the worst ethnic racism that we have seen to date in this country. Anti-immigrant postures and actions have been given license by some politicians. 


A real problem with this is that our children have, innocently, begun to mimic their parents and have acted, mostly unknowingly, in racist and derogatory terms towards other children and even adults.


NAFTA has fueled much of the racism and anti-immigrant language and actions that we have seen. Well, are the stories about NAFTA that are being told to justify these actions true? I wonder.


A recent op-ed in the Cedar Rapids Gazette talks about what happened to Mexico, and especially Mexican farmers, as a result of the bloated welfare queen that modern corporate industrial agriculture has become. As you read this excerpt, keep in mind what you would think if Mexico would have done to US farmers what we did to Mexican farmers.


From Mohammad Chaichian’s, professor of sociology at Mount Mercy University in Des Moines, op-ed:

“Championed by President Bill Clinton, NAFTA was implemented with the objective of breaking trade barriers and integrating the economies of Mexico, the United States and Canada, and closing the wage gap between American and Mexican workers. Instead, heavily subsidized American corn, beef and poultry products were dumped on the Mexican market, devastating Mexico’s agrarian economy, pushing millions of farmers out of rural areas, and forcing them to come north in search of jobs.


In the meantime, U.S.-based multinational corporations established Maquiladora factories south of the U.S.-Mexico border, using the cheap labor of thousands of unemployed farmworkers. By destroying Mexico’s rural economy, NAFTA unleashed a northward migration of rural population, which in turn led to criminalization of migration, increasing militarization of the U.S.-Mexico border, and eventual erection of the wall along the U.S.-Mexico border by 2009.


In order to secure American corporate interests, some pro-business politicians and lawmakers also advocate border fortifications and the use of implicit/explicit force and violence against undocumented migrants, as well as racially charge language.”

So, as an American farmer, what would you do and feel if Mexico had done this to you? These are farmers, millions of farmers, who lost their farms and their livelihoods because of modern U.S. industrial agriculture and NAFTA. 


Quit enabling your children’s, and your own, boorish behavior and figure out the truth of what has happened to fellow North American farmers. 

Bob Watson 

