Dear Editor,

I agree with Tim Dugger and the North Winneshiek School Board. They have had nothing to do with the EPA lawsuit. 


That suit has been filed and funded by mothers, teachers, former students, parents, grandparents, relatives, friends, and community members. 


177 medical and scientific studies (one of which was actually done on North Winn) were filed along with the lawsuit as evidence corroborating the lawsuit’s position that children’s health is being harmed by poison sewer gasses coming from confinements and feedlots. See www.civandinc.net , appendix E, # 2 “CAFO Research Studies and Articles”.


There was a time when country kids were healthier than city kids; it was known as the “Hygiene Hypotheses”. Now, under the current industrial model, country kids, because of confinements and feedlots, are less healthy than city kids (see appendix E, #3 “Traditional vs. Industrial Farm Children’s Health Studies”).

Why these gasses are being produced, and why children’s health is being harmed as a result, is made clear from the discussion of what CAFO technology is (see appendix E, #1 “Unintended Consequences of CAFOs” ), and what happens when you use that technology in agriculture.

We’ve explored many avenues in trying to resolve these North Winn air quality issues including the current EPA lawsuit and my candidacy for county supervisor. The air quality issue is not one that North Winn has had any control over. A new county funded HVAC system for North Winn, with the correct filters, would allow the kids to have clean and safe air to breathe at least while they are inside the building. That doesn’t seem too much to ask.

Bob Watson

Rural Decorah

