
This presentation tells the technical story describing the problems stemming from using this post WWII petro/chemical industrial row crop model of agriculture. It also presents crops and cropping systems, our 5 pillars, that exist today that, if adopted, will mitigate the negative impacts to human health, the air, water, soil, erosion, habitat, and the larger environment that are seen coming from this industrial model. These 5 pillars will return us to a non-polluting biologically benign and beneficial, soil building agriculture which still meets our food and manufacturing needs.
            This recent intensive, petro-chemical, and fossil fuel based model of farming produces pollutants – nitrogen, phosphorus, eroded topsoil, toxic waste from confinements and feedlots – that have made Iowa and Minnesota a toilet for industrial agriculture. But the rest of society, as rate payers of water and wastewater treatment systems, and as people who live with the health effects of this pollution, bears the cost of what this industrial Green Revolution and CAFO agriculture considers “externalities.”

