Ag trucks traveling Water Street:

This is an email chain on this issue. The people that I have contacted are Chad Bird and Randy Uhl and they are the people in this email chain.


Chad recently told me that there is a subcommittee now working on this; the Chief of Police and the City Engineer. So you are getting this email so that you understand where this has come from and the dangers that are being foisted on unsuspecting people using Water Street.

        On the confinement trucks going through town on Water Street, I originally told the city they only needed to make two phone calls to get it to stop. One to the Waukon Feed Ranch, and the other to Lynch Livestock.

        They are the two abusers. I'm not sure what the problem with the city taking some action on this is. Whenever I mention this, to office holders too, people are incredulous, and see the trucks too. 

        The city wouldn't have to prohibit a type, but prohibit any trucks that are not delivering to town. That would catch the trucks coming and going from confinements.

From Randy Uhl:

Not sure what barriers the city may face in addressing the trucking issue. But one thing I wondered about is how to specifically prohibit a "type" of truck content. I can see regulating by size and weight, axles, etc. But that kind of regulation would affect a lot of "clean" deliveries to downtown stores.

I Googled several variations of the regulating issue and didn't really find anything concrete. (Although one site seemed to have a very helpful article on regulating menstrual cycles, but I couldn't seem to make that fit into what we are talking about.)

I also went on the Iowa League of Cities site. I would think a member (Decorah/ Chad Bird) could probably e-mail them the question and get an answer.

Randy,

        I recently sent this email (below) to Chad Bird. I thought that this was being discussed and truck routes would be put in place by the city by now, but that was with the old configuration of the City Council.

        I am sending this to you because I don't know the tourism person and I think this would be important to that person, and important to you in your endeavors, too.

        Chad's response was:

[Bob,

Thanks for the reminder. We are still discussing and reviewing the truck route scenarios in town. As you may know, we do not have any formal truck route mapping or signage so are starting from scratch on this issue.

We continue to discuss as priorities allow. I will pass this on to council and ramp up the discussion again.

Chad]

        If you look out your front window, there will be Waukon Feed Ranch semi's driving on Water Street every day, and some times there will be actual pig transports apparently going to Freeport. The health problems discussed below are being carried by those trucks. I am not sure this is something that enhances Decorah. And, it is completely avoidable if the city would enact truck routes.

        I am also sending this to you as you might be a part of the Downtown Betterment group, or at least know who they are. I think they would like to know this, too.

        I would answer questions about this if anyone has any.

        Thanks for your help on this.

Bob

Bob Watson
2736 Lannon Hill Rd
Decorah, IA 52101
563-379-4147
bobandlinda@civandinc.net
www.civandinc.net 


Hi Bob,

I just talked with Nikki Brevig, Decorah Area Chamber of Commerce director, to see what the latest is. I had mentioned it to her a while back because the DACC administers Downtown Decorah Betterment. I thought Betterment was a good place to have the discussion.

She said Betterment had discussed the issue a while back but felt as though they had reached a dead end. Betterment cited that we have two ag-related businesses -- Winneshiek Coop and Thornton Feed & Grain -- near the downtown area. Also, they had concerns about funneling ag truck traffic off Water Street onto the narrower Broadway or Main Street.  Or worse, down near Decorah High School and John Cline Elementary.

Bottom line is that they referred the issue to the City of Decorah.

I know this doesn't help much, but at least now you know it has gone past Betterment.

RU


Chad,

        I originally put this email together for people fighting hog confinement expansions. Among the many other human health problems, hog waste, which is spread on fields and from trucks, can infect people with MRSA, and/or antibiotic resistant infections. Add to that the PED virus, millions of pig deaths so far, that is being spread from confinement to confinement by trucks and waste haulers, and you have an infectious brew that is not pretty.

        With this in mind, it still boggles my mind that Decorah allows semis and trucks that have been hauling to and from hog confinements to continually use Water Street; both feed trucks and actual transports. If Decorah thinks that this is safe, they are highly mistaken. If Decorah thinks this is beneficial to tourism, they are doubly mistaken.

        By allowing these trucks to travel our main street, Water Street, we are endangering ourselves and our children's health, and we are doing a disservice to those businesses that depend on tourism; including many of the fine restaurants in town.

        I have mentioned this before along with the suggestion that truck routes be labeled and enforced. What ever happened to this discussion?

        The 3 studies and PED virus information is below.

Bob

        Besides the study on Iowa City VA veterans who live in proximity to hog confinements, there are two other studies (among others I assume) on MRSA and confinements.

        I have included the Iowa City VA and Johns Hopkins study articles below. 

        The third study, and the original study that found a unique MRSA strain that is only in hog confinement hogs, workers and families, was done by Tara Smith at the University of Iowa. She is listed in the VA study but she was not the lead author on this recent study. 

        I worked with Tara by finding her pasture raised hogs, farmers, and farm families to test for MRSA. She found no MRSA in pastured raised settings either in pigs or people. 

        I also asked Tara to be on a panel with me when the Iowa Academy of Science asked me to put together on this confinement issue; the other person on the panel was Joel Kline, MD, U of Iowa, who did the North Winn study. After they gave their presentations, I did my presentation that shows confinements are poorly designed and operated wastewater technology anaerobic digesters that create a sewer environment (with the poison sewer gasses) both inside and outside confinements. Tara's comment to me was that after listening to my presentation, she now understood why they were finding what they were finding. Researchers had no idea these were actually wastewater technology that led to the environments that allowed these pathogens and poisons to be created and exist.

        While they are spreading waste, the haulers will be spreading PEDv if that disease is in the confinement. And the trucks that deliver feed and transport pigs to market will be spreading both the MRSA and the PED virus.

Bob


The Johns Hopkins study article and link:

Researchers from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health have for the first time found an association between living in proximity to high-density livestock production and community-acquired infections with methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, commonly known as MRSA. Their analysis concluded that approximately 11 percent of community-acquired MRSA and soft tissue infections in the study population could be attributed to crop fields fertilized with swine manure. The study is the first to examine the association between high-density livestock operations and manure-applied crop fields and MRSA infections in the community. The results were published online September 16 in JAMA Internal Medicine.
The rest of the story can be found at:

<http://www.jhsph.edu/news/news-releases/2013/casey-schwartz-mrsa.html>



The Iowa City VA study article:

Almost 3 times the risk of carrying MRSA from living near a mega-farm

By Marilyn McJenna

1-22-14

In the long fight over antibiotic use in agriculture, one of the most contentious points is whether the resistant bacteria that inevitably arise can move off the farm to affect humans. Most of the illnesses that have been associated with farm antibiotic use ​ resistant foodborne illness, for example ​ occur so far from farms that opponents of antibiotic control find them easy to dismiss. So whenever a research team can link resistant bacteria found in humans with farms that are close to those humans, it is an important contribution to the debate.

A team from the University of Iowa, Iowa City Veterans Affairs, and Kent State University have done just that. In next month’s Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology, they survey 1,036 VA patients who lived in rural Iowa and were admitted to the Iowa City facility in 2010 and 2011. Overall, among those patients, 6.8 percent were carrying MRSA, drug-resistant staph, in their nostrils. But the patients’ likelihood of carrying MRSA was 2.76 times higher if they lived within one mile of a farm housing 2,500 or more pigs.

They say:

The increasing populations of swine raised in densely populated CAFOs and exposed to antibiotics presents opportunities for drug-resistant pathogens to be transmitted among human populations. Our study indicates that residential proximity to large numbers of swine in CAFOs in Iowa is associated with increased risk of MRSA colonization.

Some important things to unpack here:

MRSA (formally, methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus) often “colonizes” people ​ takes up residence on the skin or in the nostrils ​ before it causes an infection. Studies have shown repeatedly that being colonized with MRSA increases the risk of contracting a difficult-to-treat infection.
Because of that risk, and because MRSA spreads easily in hospitals, the VA since 2006 has required facilities to screen all incoming patients to see whether they are carrying MRSA and thus are posing a risk to other patients.
MRSA is frequently found in the vicinity of pigs: not just MRSA ST398, the specific resistant variety that was first identified in pig farmers in the Netherlands in 2004, but the garden-variety community forms as well.
And Iowa has a lot of pigs: 19 million, according to the US Department of Agriculture, housed in about 7,000 “CAFOs” (for confined or concentrated animal-feeding operations), which the US Environmental Protection Agency defines as a facility of at least 1,000 pigs, though most are many thousands larger.
(If you’d like to know more about MRSA, including the “livestock-associated “pig MRSA” variety, I wrote a book. OK, back to this paper.)

The authors, led by Margaret Carrel, PhD, initially identified 2,996 patient admissions in that 2-year period, and then winnowed out any patients who lived in cities as well as any whose addresses could not be confirmed and plotted using geo-coding. That left them with 1,746 samples taken from 1,036 patients, of which 119 ​ 6.8 percent ​ were positive for MRSA. That was a red flag to begin with, because MRSA colonization in the general population is less than 2 percent.

Using data from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources for the locations of very large pig-raising facilities, they then sorted the patients by the distance of their homes from pig CAFOS. Initially, patients who lived 1 mile or less from a CAFO were 1.8 times more likely to be colonized. When the team cleaned up the data ​ accounting for patients who came into the hospital more than once in that 2-year period, and also adjusting for the known likelihood that elderly patients, who are likely to be in a VA facility, have higher colonization rates ​ they came up with a relative risk of 2.76.

This is not the first time that MRSA has been found in people who work on farms or live in the vicinity of them. Last year, a study found “pig MRSA” in workers from North Carolina hog farms, and another identified it in workers in Iowa and Illinois. Meanwhile, a third study published just in November found MRSA among people who lived in the vicinity of fields where swine manure was being applied. And last year, a group in Germany identified MRSA in people who lived near hog farms but did not have contact with animals.

None of these studies have been able to trace with precision how workers and neighbors are acquiring MRSA. The authors of the newest study say:

Although the exact mechanism by which residential proximity to large swine CAFOs increased risk of MRSA is unknown, it appears that there is potential for drug-resistant strains of S. aureus in animals to transmit to people living at close distances. For example, a 55-pound or greater hog can produce upward of 10 gallons of manure a day. Typically, in Iowa, manure is spread on surrounding fields, and MRSA can be aerosolized from this manure to human food or water sources.

And they add:

Residential proximity to CAFOs could be risky in ways other than simply direct exposure to preexisting livestock-associated S. aureus strains, including via exposure to antibiotic residues via air or water, application of manure containing residues near their homes.

As last year ended, a number of food-policy writers noted that 2013 marked the first time that discussion of agricultural use of antibiotics ​ and the unintended consequences of that use ​ really emerged into mainstream discourse. Papers like this can move that process along. Throughout the decades-long discussion of farm antibiotics, the challenge has been linking the externalized costs of those antibiotics back to their use on the farm. The more those off-farm effects are elucidated, the more complete and transparent the discussion of on-farm use ought to become.

Cite: Carrel M, Schweizer ML, Sarazin MV, Smith TC, Perencevich EN. Residential Proximity to Large Numbers of Swine in Feeding Operations Is Associated with Increased Risk of Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus Colonization at Time of Hospital Admission in Rural Iowa Veterans. Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol 2014;35(2).
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