This quote speaks to a question I put to Neal Harl some years back. He had been speaking all morning on Iowa’s agricultural economics and had never mentioned soil. After lunch I asked him why he had never mentioned soil, which after all is the basis of all ag economics. His answer was that economists considered soil an externality. I got up and left.
Wes Jackson:


“We live off of what comes out of the soil, not what’s in the bank. If we squander the ecological capital of the soil, the capital on paper won’t much matter….For the past 50 or 60 years, we have followed industrialized agricultural policies that have increased the rate of destruction of productive farmland. For those 50 or 60 years, we have let ourselves believe the absurd notion that as long as we have money we will have food. If we continue our offenses against the land and the labor by which we are fed, the food supply will decline, and we will have a problem far more complex than the failure of our paper economy. Remember, if our agriculture is not sustainable then our food supply is not sustainable….Either we pay attention or we pay a huge price, not so far down the road. When we face the fact that civilizations have destroyed themselves by destroying their farmland, it’s clear that we don’t really have a choice.”

This quote was taken from Erik Sessions/Sara Peterson’s Patchwork Green CSA newsletter, Winter 2009.

